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head from being pulled away from the back when books
are taken out of the shelves. After head-banding, the
book is ready for covering, and the leather is cut out
and carefully pared round the edges and down the back.
Considerable judgement is necessary in deciding upon
the amount of paring: if the leather is made too thin it
has little strength, and if left too thick the binding will
be clumsy and the boards are likely to gape. When the
cover is pared, it is well pasted with flour paste, and
after this has softened the leather by soaking into it, the
book is covered. In covering great care must be taken
not to stretch the cover unduly, as without undue strain
the damp leather can readily be moulded to the shape
of a book and should look when finished as if it had
grown there. The parts of the leather that turn over
on to the inside of the board are neatly mitred at the
corners and trimmed out evenly all round. Layers of
paper are pasted on the inside, of the board, equalling
the thickness of the leather turned in. Covering half-
bindings is much the same process, the back and corners
being first attached, and when these are dry the cloth
or paper sides are added. In case-binding, the cases are
made apart from the book. The cloth or other covering
material is pasted or, more commonly, glued, and on it
are laid the two boards and a piece of paper that is the
exact size of the spine, the corners are cut off and the
edges turned in and rubbed down, and at this stage the
case is blocked with gold or ink lettering and ornament,
In publishers' binding, as I have mentioned before, the
cases are made at an incredibly fast rate by a case-
making machine, and, after they have been blocked,
they are attached to the book in a casing-in machine.